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SECURITY INPORMATION

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIONAL ESTTNATES

24 March 1952

SUBJECT: TERMS OF REFERENCE ¢ RIE-61: CONSEQUENCES OF THE
- LOSS OF TuE INDIAN SUBCONTINENT TO COMMUNIST CONTROL
(Revised draft for Boerd consideration)

SCOPE

In an attempt to keep the mmber of assumptions to a
minimm, the major emphasis in this estimate should be on an
assessment of the strateglc importance of the Indian subcon-
tinent, Assurptions should be imited tor (a) a Commmist
regime has come to power in the subeontinent and is cooperat-
ing with the USSR and Commmdist Chinag; (b) the Commumists
have not come to power in Southeast Asia or the Mddle East,
Fe attompt should be made to estimate elther the likelihood of
@ Conmumist assumption of powsr or the effects of the various
circumstances wnder which a Commmisgt regine might conceivably
come to power,
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' QUESTIONS BEARING ON THE PROBLEM

I. WHAT WOULD THE WEST LOSE IF THE INDIAN SUB&‘.ONI'DIEI\I‘I‘ CAME

UNDER COMMUNIST CONTROL?

A, Mlitary
1. What is the present strength and cambat effective-

nsss of the grownd, air and naval forces of the
subcontinent?

2, To what extent does this military strength serve
as a deterrent to Commmist expansion in Southeast
Asia? the Middle Bast?

3. In time of war, to what extent would subcontinent
military forces be capable of resisting Commmist
aggression fram Southemst Asia? from the Middle
Bast?

4. In what wvays and to vhat extent might a non-Cormunist,
subcontinent be of military valus to the West in
a global conflict with the USSR?

B, Economi¢c (Contributions to NIE-56 : Likelihood of Loss
of Important Econamic Resources in Selected Foreign Areas,
should be adequate to determine what resot;rcas the West is
currently obtaining from the subcontinent, the conse-
quences to the West of being denied these resources in
time of peace or war, and those factors (short of Coomunist
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gontrol) which might affect the ability of the US and

its alllies to exploit the resowrces of the subcontinent,)

c. Politi.cal‘

1 What politicsl, ideologiosl or psychological advan-
teges and disadvantages accrue to the USs from the
present position of the countries of the suboon-
tinent in the Bast~West conflict?

1Y, WHAT WOULD THE SOVIET BLOC GAIN IF THE INDIAN SUBGONTINENT
CAME UNDER COMMUNIST CONTROL?
A, Military
1. What positive contiribution (as distingulshed from
the adventages of denial to the He;at in Section I-A
page 2} could a Commmist subcontinent nake to overall
Soviet bloc militery cepabvilitliea?
a. Under Comrmunist control, to whet extent would
present subcontinent military forces contribute
4o Soviet bloc capebilities for:
3, Offensive operations against the Middle
F.aa‘!; and the Far East?
13 . Interfering with Hestern ccmmmieations
tn-—the- Miai e-Banb-seri=th—Rer-Baeodd-
311, Defending the Far East and the Middle
East if those aress were s8ll under Cammunist
control?
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b, To what extent could these capabilities be

increased without material asgistance from

the Soviet bloe?

¢, To what extent could the Soviet bloc inerease

these capabilities? Consideration should be

given to such factors as:

i.

i1,
111,

iv.

B, Economie

Probeble Soviet policy with regard to build-
ing a strong military power on the subcon-
tinent

Presant Soviet commitments,

Availability in the Soviet bloe of the
necessary technical and materisl assistanée.,
Problems of transportation and communi.ca-

tions,

1, To what extent might the existing aconomic resources

of the subeontinent increase the econcmic war poten-

tial of the Seviet bhloc?

2. Under Communist sontrol, to what extent might the

potential economic resources of the aubcqntinent

be developed? Consideration should be given to

such factors as:

a, Present Soviet conmitments and possible Soviet

reluctance to areate a strong Comrunist state

the USSR mirht be unable to control,
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b. A possible eurtailment or cessation of trade
with the West,

c. Limitetions an the ability of the Soviet bloe
to supply the necessary economic and technieal

assistance,

C. Politieal

1. In terms of the East-West conflict, what political,
ideological or psychological advantages or dise
advantages might accrue to the Soviet bloe, as a
consequence of Comrunist control of the subcontine-
ent, in:
a, The Middle East?
b, Southeast Asia?
¢, The non-Conmunist Far East?
d, Western Europa?
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